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London: Long waiting lists at government-run hospitals under th€s National Health Service and huge expenses
involved in going private have resulted in a boom in medimalism to India. Around 150,000 tourists from around the
world are believed to have traveled to India last yeamfedical treatment in both conventional hospitaid taditional
ayurvedic centres. In view of the multiplying demand, thedammistry in India recently announced special medicsds/i
for those flying in for treatment.

"We have been inundated with inquiries about treatmeidrgpin India and are at present dealing with at l@assicases of
surgery,” says Ms Dipa Jethwa Tfe Taj Medical Groupthe only UK-based compartg deal exclusively with arranging
operations at premier corporate hospitals across li@ffaring a complete package deal of flights, accommodatiuh
travel companion service, the group has seen a huga thse field over the past three years.

"Most of the people come to us following a string of problewth the NHS. We are very stringent with our craedf
choosing the Indian hospitals. We work only with surgeeho have worked in different places around the worttcifer
that wealth of knowledge and expertise. The patiergggaaranteed English-speaking staff right down to the sucksan
private rooms and an international food menu. We litettadlig the patients’ hand all the way through the treatmeng
important that we make their treatment as safe and ctabfe as possible,” she adds.

Refusing to name the hospitals that are affiliated éogtioup, Ms Jethwa stresses that the choice igpetd the patient and
the firm does not want to seem like it is recommegdaine over the other. Over the years, the Taj Me@calp has forged
links with around 400 doctors and anaesthetics in New Ddilmnbai, Ahmedabad, Baroda, Chennai, Goa and Bangalore.

The most common types of medical problems that anegflgut of Britain include neuro, orthopaedic and cosmetigesyr
cases. Elliot Knott, a 14-year-old who can barely ¢tand is in constant pain after injuring his back in anskating
accident, is the most recent case that will be da#itly surgeons in India.

"Desperate times call for desperate measures. To gai@in this country would cost about £25,000. The same teeaim
India costs around £3,000," his mother Karen, who liess Dorchester, said after she was told it would beaat 17 weeks
before her son can be operated upon by the NHS.

The price difference is one of the major factors rota of flying miles away for treatment. Taking thaffiis and stay into
account, the patients are ensured at least a 40 pesadny. Besides, the recent health scares associdtedhaspitals
across Britain due to the MRSA bug make India an allrtioge attractive medical destination. Methicillin Resist
Staphylococcus Aureus is used to describe organism thasistant to commonly used antibiotics and, if passed on to
patients, carries the risk of serious infection. Iti@sn a major health and safety concern for the UK gowvarhmwhich has
been battling with this problem over the past few manth

For the Indian government, the medical tourism sdstexpected to generate revenue of up to £1.2 billion mwithe next
seven years, according to a recent study by the Confeatecé Indian Industry and consultancy firm McKinsey.

Under the new visa scheme, people will be able toistérydia for up to a year to receive treatment, \litd possibility of
extending visits via the foreign regional registration effo particular state governments. The new initiative alélo entail
accreditation of 50 hospitals and 30 ayurvedic centressabnrdg@ for medical tourism. The health ministry wik@publish
a guide to Indian specialists who are prepared to tigiéing patients.

The list of treatments under the new visa schemnlades neuro surgery, heart operations, ophthalmic procedraesplants
and plastic surgery. A government statement said the aled&a would be available to all foreigners seeking oadi
attention in recognised hospital treatment centres imIndi

THE TAJ MEDICAL GROUP LIMITED Tel: +44 (0) 2476 466 118 Mobile: +44 (0) 7970 076 174
Email: info@tajmedicalgroup.co.uk Web: www.tajmedicalgroup.co.uk



mailto:info@tajmedicalgroup.co.uk
http://www.tajmedicalgroup.co.uk/

